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SERMON XVI. 
On 2 Cor. i. 12 


For our rejoicing is this, the Teftimony of our Confcience. 


OW few words are there in the world more cam- 

mon than this, con/cience ? It is almoft in every 

one’s mouth. And one would thence be apt to con- 
clude, that no word can be found, which is more ge- 


nerally underftood. But it may be doubted whether 
this is the cafe or no, although numberlefs treatifes have 
been written upon it. For it is certain, a great part 
of thofe writers have rather puzzled the caufe than 
cleared it, that they have ufually darkened coun/fel, by ut- 
tering % words without knowledge. 

2, The belt treatife on the fubject which I remember 
to have feen, is tranflatéd from the French of Mont. 
Placatt, which defcribes in a clear and rational manner 
the nature and offices of econicience. But though it 
was publifhed near a hundred years ago, it is in very 
few hands. And indeed a great part of thole that have 
read it, complain of the length of it. An octavo volume 
of feveral hundred pages, upon fo plain a fubjett, was 
likely to prove a trial of patience to moft perfons ef pn- 
derftanding. It feems therefore, there is {till wantin&a 
diicourfe upon the fubject, fhort as well as clear. This 
by the afliitance of God I will endeavour to iupply, by 
fhewing, Firft, the nature of confcience; and then the 
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feveral forts of it; after which I fhall conclude with 2 
few important direCctions. 

I. 1. And firft, Iam to fhew the nature of confcience, 
This a very pious man in the laft century (in his fermon 
on univerfal confcientioufnefs) defcribes in the following 
manner.—* This word, which literally fignifies know. 
ing with another, excellently fets forth the {criptural no. 
tion of it. So Fob xvi. 19. My witnefs is in heaven: 
and fo the Apoltle, Rom. ixwa. I fay the truth, my con. 
feience alfo bearing me witnefs in the Holy Ghoft. In both 
places it is as if he had faid, God witnefleth with my 
con{cience. Confcience is placed i in the middle, under 
God, and above man. It is a kind of filent reafoning 
éf the mind, whereby thofe things which are judged to 
be right are approved of with pleafure ; but thofe which 
are judged evil are difapproved of with uneafinefs.” 
This is a tribunal in the breaft of men to accufe finners 
and excufe them that do well. 

2. To view it in a fomewhat different light, confci. 
ence, as well as the Latin word, from which it is taken, 
and the Greek word cusedye:0:, neceflarily imply the know. 
ledge of two or more things together. Swppole the knov. 
ledge of our words and actions, and at the fame time 
of their goodnefs or badnefs: if it be not rather the fa- 
culty whereby we know at once our actions and the 
quality of them. 

3- Confcience then is that faculty, whereby we are at 
once confcious of our own thoughts, words and actions, 
and of their merit or demerit, of their being good or 
bad, and confequently deferving either praife or cenfure. 
And fome pleafure generally attends the former fen- 
tence, fome uneafinefs the latter. But this varies ex- 
ceedingly, according to education, and a_thoufand 
other circumftances. 

4- Can it be denied, that fomething of this is found 

- in_every man born into the world? “And does it not 
appear, as foon as the underftanding opens? as foon 
as reafon begins to dawn? Does not every one then 
begin to know that there is a difference between 
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ood and evil? how imperfect foever, the various cir- 
cumftances of this fenfe of good and evil may be? Does 
not every man, for inftance, know, unlefs blinded by 
the prejudice of education (like the inhabitants of the 
cape of Good Hope) that it is good to honour his pa- 
rents? Do not all men, however uneducated or bar- 
barous, allow, It is right to do to others as we would’ 
have them do to us? And are not all who know this, 
condemned in their own mind, when they do any thing 
contrary thereto? as, on the other hand, when the 
act fuitably thereto, they have the approbation of their 
own confcience. 

. This faculty feems to be what is ufually meant by 
thofe who fpeak of natural confcience : an expretiion fre- 
quently found in fome of our beft authors, but yet not 

trictly jut, For though 1 in one fenfe it may be termed 
natural, becaufe it is found in all men, yet properly 
peaking, it is not natural; but a fupernatural gift of 
God, above all his natural endowments. No, it is not 
nature, but the Son of God, that is the true light, « which 
calighteneth every man which cometh into the world. So 
that we may fay to every human creature, He, not na- 
ture, hath fhewn thee, O man, what is good. And it is 
his Spirit who giveth thee an inward check, who 
caufeth thee to feel uneafy, when thou walkeft in any 
inftance contrary to the light which he hath given thee. 
6. It may give a peculiar force to that beautiful paf- 
fage, to confider by whom, ‘and on what occafion, the 
words were uttered. The perfons {peaking are Balak 
the king of Moab, and Balaam, then under divine im- 
preflions : (it feems, then wot far from the kingdom of Gad, 
although afterwards he fo foully revolted.) Probably 
Balak too at that time experienced fomething of the fame 
influence. This occafioned his confulting with, or aik- 
mg counfel of, Balaam, his propofing the queition to 
which Balaam gives fo full an anfwer, (Micah “ ver. 
5, &c.) O, my people (faith the prophet in the name of Ged ) 
remember what Balak the king of Moab confutted (i it feems 
in the fulnefs of his heart.) And what Balaam the fon of 
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Beor anfwered him. Wherewith, faid he, fhall I come be. 
fore the Lord, and bow mpelf before the high God? Salt 
I come before him with calves of a year old? Will the Lor 
be pleafid with thoufands of rams, or with ten shoujand 
rivers of oil? Shall I give my firft born for my tra sere 


Jion? The fruit of my “bo dy for the fin of my foul? ( | (This 





the kings of Moab had attually done, on occafic: 
deep diltrefs : a remarkable account of which is record. 
ed in the third chapter of the fecond book of ing: 
To this Balaam makes that noble reply (being doubt. 
lefs then taught of God) He hath fhewed thee, O man, 
what is good. And what doth the Lord thy God requir 
of thee, b ut to do suftly, to love mercy, and to walk humb! 
with thy God! 

. To take a more diftiné view of confcience, i it ap. 
pears to have a threefold office: Virft, it is a evitng/, 


-teflifying what we have done, in thought, or word, ¢ 


action : Secondly, It is a judge, pafling fe ‘ntence on * 
we have done, that it is good or evil. And, Thirdly, 
It in fome fort exccutes the fentenc e, by occafioning a 
degree of complacency in him that docs w cll, and a de- 
eree of uneafinefs in him that does evil. 

8. Profeflor Hutchinfon, late of Glafeow, places con. 
fcience in a different light. In his eflay on the paffions, 
he obferves, That we have feveral fenfes, or natural a- 
venues of pleafure and pain, befides the five external 
fenfes. One of thefe he terms, “ The public /fen/, 
whereby we are naturally pained at the mifery of a fel- 
low-creature, and pleafed at his deliverance from it. 
And every man, fays he, has a moral fenfe, whereby he 
approves of benevolence and difapproves of cruelty. 
Yea, he is uneafy, when he himfelf has done a cruel 
action, and pleafed when he has done a generous one. 

g. All this is in fome fenfe undoubtedly true. But 
it is not true, that either the public or the moral fenje, 
(both of which are included in the term confcience,) it 
now natural to man. Whatever may have been the 
cafe at firft, while man was in a ftate of innocence, 
both the ene and the other is now a branch of that fu- 
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pernatural gift of God, which we ufvally ftile prevent- 
ine grace. But the profeffor does not at all agree with 
this. He fets God wholly out of the queftion. God 
has nothing to do with his fcheme of virtue, from the 
beginning to the eni. So that, to fay the truth, his 
fcheme of virtue is atheifm all over. ‘This is refinement 
indeed! Many have excluded God out of the world: 
he excludes him even out of eg a0 
io. But do we not miftake him? Do we take his 
meaning right? That it may be plain enough, that 
no man may miftake him, he propofes this queftion, 
“¢ What if a man, in doing a virtuous, that is, a gene- 
yous action, in helping a fellow- creature, has an eye to 
God, either as commanding, or as promifing to reward 
it? Then, fays he, fo far as he has an eye to God, the 
virtue of the action is loft. Whatever aétions fpring 
from an eye to the recompence of reward, have no vir- 
tue, no moral goodnefs in them.” Alas! Was this 
man called a chriftian? How unjuftly was he flandered 
with that affertion? Even Dr. Taylor, though he does 
not allow Chrift to be God, yet does not feruple to term 
him ** A perfon of confummate virtue.” But the pro- 
fefior cannot allow him any virtue at all! 
it. But to return. Whatis confcience in the chrif- 

tian fenfe? It is that faculty of the foul, which, by the 
ailiftance of the crace of God, fees at one and the fame 
time, 1. Our own tempers and lives, the reab nature 
and quality abe our thoughts, words, and actions. ¢. 
The rule whereb »y we are to be directed, and 3. The 
arreement or di fagreement therewith. ‘To e exprefs this 
a little more largcly, « confcience implies, Firft, The fa- 
culty a man has of knowing himlelf, of difcerning both 
in general and in partic ular, his own tempers, thoughts, 
words, and actions. But this it is not poflible £ tor him 
to do, without the afiiflance of the Spirit of Sed: 
Otherwife felf-love, and indeed every other irregular 
paflion would difguife, and wholly conceal him ts 
himfelf. It implies, Secondly, a knowledge of the 
rule, whereby he is to be directed i in every particular, 
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which is no other than the written word of God. Con. 
fcience implies, Thirdly, a knowledge that all his 
thoughts, and words and actions are conformable to 
that rule. In all the offices of confcience, the union 
of the Holy One is indifpenfably needful. Without this 
neither could we clearly difcern our lives or tempers : 
nor could we judge of the rule whereby we are to 
se or of our conformity or difconformity to it. 

. This is properly the account of a good conicience, 
which may be in other terms expreffed thus, a divine 
confcioufnefs of walking in all things according to the 
written word of God. It feems indeed, that there can 
be no confcience, which has not a regard to God. If 
you fay, ** Yes: there certainly may be a conf{cioul- 
nefs of having done right or wrong, without any refer- 
ence to him.” I anfwer. ThisI cannot grant. I doubt 
whether the very words, right and wrong, according to 
the chriftian fyftem, do not imply in the very idea of 
them, agreement and difagreement to the will and word 
of God. If fo, there is no fuch thing as confcience in 
a chriftian, if we leave God out of the queftion. 

13. In order to the very exiftence of a good confci- 
ence, as well as to the continuance of it, the continued 
influence of the Spirit of God, is abfolutely needful. 
Accordingly the apoftle Yon declares to the believers oi 
all ages, 2¢ have an unélion from the Holy One ; and ye 
know all things: all things that are needful to your hav- 
ing @ confcience void of offence, toward God and toward 
man. So he adds, Ve have no need that any one fhould 
teach you, otherwife than as that anointing teacheth you. 
That anointing clearly teacheth us thofe three things, 
Firft, the true meaning of God’s word. Secondly, our 
own tempers and lives, bringing all our thoughts, words, 
and actions to remembrance; and Thirdly, the agree- 
ment of all, with the commandments of God. 

14. Seated we now to confider in the fecond place, 
the feveral /arts of confcience. A good confcience has 
been fpoken of already. ‘This St. Paul expreffes vari- 


ous ways. In one place he fimply terms it, a_good con- 
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frience toward God: in another, @ confcience void of offence 
towards God and toward man. But he fpeaks ftill more 
largely in the text: Our rejoicing is this, the teftimony of 
our confcience, that in fimplicity, with a fingle eye, and 
godly fincerity, we have had our converfation in the world. 
Meantime he obferves that this was done, mot by flefhe 
ly wifdom : commonly called prudence; (this never did, 
nor ever can produce fuch an effect :) but by the grace of 
God, which alone is fufficient to work this in any child 
of man. 

15. Nearly allied to this (if it be not the fame placed 
in another view, or a particular branch of it) is a fender 
confcience. One of a tender confcience is exact in ob- 
ferving any deviation from the word of God, whether 
in thought, or word, or work, and immediately feels 
remorfe and felf-condemnation for it. And the con- 
ftant cry of his foul is, 


“© O that my tender foul may fly 
The firft abhorr’d approach of ill: 
uick as the apple of an eye 
The flighted touch of fin to feel.” 


16. But fometimes this excellent quality, tenderie/ 
of confcience, is carried to an extreme. We find fome 
who fear where no fear is, who are continually con- 
demning themfelves without caufe; imagining fome 
things to be finful, which the fcripture no where con- 
demns; and fuppofing other things to be their duty, 
which the {cripture no where enjoins. This is proper- 
ly termed, a /crupulous confcience, and is a fore evil. It 
is highly expedient to yield to it as little as poflible ; ra- 
ther it is a matter of earneft prayer, that you may be 
delivered from this fore evil, and may recover a found 
mind: to which nothing would contribute more, than 
the converfe of a pious and judicious friend. 

17. But the extreme which is oppofite to this, is far 
more dangerous. A Aardened confcience is a thoufand 
times more dangerous than a fcrupulous one: that can 
violate a plain command of.God, without any felf-con 
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demnation: either doing what he has exprefsly for. 
bidden, or neglecting what he has exprefsly command. 
ed: and yet without any remorfe: yea, perhaps glorying 
in this very hardnefs of heart! Many initances of this 
deplorable ftupidity we meet with at this day: and even 
among people that fuppofe themfelves to have no {mall 
fhare of religion. A perfon is doing fomething which 
the fcripture clearly forbids. You afk, how do you dare 
to do this? and are anfwered with perfect unconcern, 
“¢ O, my heart does not condemn me.” I reply, ‘ So 
much the worfe. I would to God it did. You would 
then be in a fafer {tate than you are now. It is a dread. 
ful thing, to be condemned by the word of God, and 
yet not to be condemned by your own heart!” If we 
can break the leaft of the known commands of God, 
without any felf-condemnation, it is plain, the god of 
this world hath hardened our hearts. If we do not 
foon recover from this, we fhall be pa/t fceling, and our 
confciences (as St. Paw/ ipeaks) will be feared as with a 
Hot iren. 

18. I have now only to add a few important direc. 
tions. ‘The firft great point is this: Suppofe we havea 
tender confcience, how {hall we preferve it? I believe 
there is only one poflible way of doing this, which is, 
‘Vo obey it. Lvery act of difobedience, tends to blind 
and deaden it, to put out its eyes, that it may not fee 
the pend and the acceptable will of God, and to deaden 
the heart, that it may net feel felf-condemnation, when 
ve act in oppofition to it. And, on the contrary, every 
act of obedience gives to the confcience a {harper and 

ronrer fight, and a quicker feeling of whatever offends 
the elorious majelty of God. Therefore, if you defire 
10 have your confcience always quick to difcern, and 
faiehi iL to accule or excufe you; if you would preferve 

always fenfible and tender, be fure to obey it at all 
events. © Continually liften to. its admonitions, and 
ileadily follow them. Whateverst directs you to do 
according to the word of God, do; however grievous 
hand blood. Whateverdt forbidsy 4% the prehi- 
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bition be not grounded on the word of God, fee you da 
it not, however pleafing it may be to flefh and blood. 
The one or the other may frequently be the cafe. What 
God forbids may be pleafing to our evil nature. There 
you are called to deny yourielf, or you deny your Maf- 
ter. What he enjoins, may be painful to nature: 
there take up your crofs. So true is our Lord’s word, 
Except a man deny himfelf, and take up his crofs daily, he 
cannot be my difciple. 

19. L cannot conclude this difcourfe better than with 
an extract from Dr. Anne/ley’s fermon on univerfal con- 
fcientioufnefs. * 

“¢ Be perfuaded to practife the following directions, 
and your confcience will continue right. 

1. Take heed of every fin: count no fin fmall: and 
obey every command with your might. Watch a ainft 
the firft rifings of fin, and beware of the borders of fin. 
Shun the very appearance of evil. Venture not upon 
temptations or occafions of fin. 

2. Confider yourfelf as living under God’s eye: live 
as in the fenfible prefence of the jealous God. Remem- 
ber, all things are naked and open before him! You 
cannot deceive him; for he is infinite wifdom: you 
cannot fly from him; for he is every where; you can- 
not bribe him; for he is righteoufnefs itlelf! Speak as 
knowing God hears you: walk, as knowing God be- 
fets you on every fide. The Lord is with you, while 
vou are with him: that is, you fhall enjoy his favour- 
able prefence, while you live in his awful prefence. 

3 Be ferious and frequent in the examination of your 
heart and lite. There are fome duties like thofe parts 
of the body, the want of which may be fupplied by 
other parts: but the want of thefe nothing can fupply. 
Every evening review your carriage through the day + 
what you have done, or-thought; that was unbecoming 
your character: whether your heart has been inftant 
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* Dr. Annesley (my mother’s father) was re€tor of ‘the parith of 
Cripple-gaie. 
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upon religion, and indifferent to the world? Have 
fpecial care of two portions of your time, duals, 
morning and ey ening: the morning to forethink what 
you have to do, cad. the evening to examine, Whether 
you have done what you ought! t 

4. Let every action have reference to your whole life, 
and not to a part only. Let all your fubordinate ends 
be fuitable to the great end of your living. Lxercifi 
yourfelf unto godlinc/s. Be as diligent in religion, as 
thou wouldft have thy children that go to {chool be in 
learning. Let thy whole life be a preparation for hea. 
ven, like the preparation of wreftlers for the combat. 

5s. Do not venture on fin, becaufe Chrift hath 
purchafed a pardon: that is a moft horrible abufe of 
Chrift. For this very reafon there was no facrifice un- 
der the law for any wilful fin; left people fhould think, 
they knew the price of fins, as thofe do who deal in 
Popifh indulgences. 

6. Be nothing in your own eyes: for what is it, alas, 
that we have to be proud of! Our very conception was 
finful, our birth painful, our life toilfome, our death 
we know not what! But all this is nothing to the ftate 
of our foul. If we know this, what excufe have we 
for pride? 

7. Confult duty; not events. We have nothing to 
do but to mind our duty. All fpeculations that tend 
not to holinefs, are among your fuperfluities : but fore- 
bodings of what may befal you in doing your duty, may 
be reckoned among your fins: and to venture upon fin 
to avoid danger, is to fink the fhip for fear of pirates. 
O how quiet, as well as holy would our lives be, had 
we learned that fingle leflon. To be careful for nothing 
but to do our et and leave all confequences to God! 
What madnef: , for filly duit to prefcribe to infinite wil- 
dom? To let go our work and meddle with God’s? 
He hath managed the concerns of the world, and of 
every individual perfon in it, without giving caufe of 
eomplaint to any, for above thefe five thoufand years. 
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And does he now need your counfel? Nay, it is your 
bufinefs to mind your own duty. 

8. What advice you would give another, take your- 
felf: the worft of men are apt enough to lay burdens 
on others which if they would take on themfelves, they 
would be rare chriftians. 

. Do nothing on which you cannot pray for a blef- 
fing. Every action of a chriftian that is good, is fanc- 
tified by the word and prayer. It becomes not a chrif- 
tian to do any thing fo trivial, that he cannot pray over 
it And if he would but beftow a ferious ejaculation 
on every occurrent action, fuch a prayer would cut off 
all things finful, and encourage all things lawful. 

10. Think, and fpeak, and do what you are perfuad- 
ed Chrift himfelf would do in your cafe, were he on 
earth. It becomes a chriftian, rather to be an example, 
than to follow one. But by imitating Chrift you become 
an example to all, who was, and is, and ever will be, 
our abfolute pattern. O, chriftians, how did Chrift pray, 
and redeem time for prayer? How did Chrift preach, out 
of whofe mouth proceeded no other but gracious words? 
What time did Chrift fpend in impertinent difcourfe ? 
How did Chrift go up and down doing good to men, 
and what was pleafing to oe ? Beloved, I commend 
to you thefe four memorials. 1. Mind duty : 2. What 
is the duty of another in your csife is your own: 3. Do 
not meddle with any thing, if you cannot fay, The 
blefling of the Lord be upon it. 4. Above all, fooner 
forget your chriftian name, than forget to eye Chrift! 
Whatever treatment you meet with from the world, re- 
member him and follow his iteps: Io did no-fin, nei- 
ther was guile found in his mouth ! Who when he was re- 
viled, reviled not agein, but committed himfelf to Him that 
judgeth righteou/ly.”’ 
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GENERAL REFLECTIONS. 


the motion of various animals, fuited to their ya. 
rious occafions ! In fome their motion is {wift, in other: 
flow ; and both diverfified a thouland ways. 

And firft, for fwift or flow motion. ‘This is exaéth 
proportioned to the occafion of each animal. Reptiles, 
whole food, habitations, and nefts lie in the next clod, 
plant, tree, or hole, or which can bear a long hunger, 
need neither legs nor wings, but their yermicular mo- 
tion aniwers all their purpoles. 

Brajis, whoie occafions require a larger room, have 
accordingly a fwifter motion: and this in various de. 
grees, aniwerable to their range for food, and the ene 
mies they are to efcape from. 

But as for birds, who are to traverfe vaft tracts of 
land and water, for their food, habitation, breeding 
their young, and for places of retreat and fecurity, 
from various inconveniencies : they are endued with 
the faculty of flying ; and that fwiftly or flowly, a long 
or fhort time, according to their occafions. In all this 
the wifdom of God appears, ordering all things well. 

Again. How admirable is the motion of all crea- 
tures, in the neat, geometrical performance of it! ‘Lhe 
moft accurate mathematician cannot prefcribe a nicer 
motion than that they perform, tamthe legs and wings 
of thofe that fly or walk, or to the bodies of thofe that 
creep. Neither can the body be more completely poii- 
ed, for the. motion it is to haye, in every creature. 
From the largeft elephant to the fmalleft mite, the bo 
dy is exattly balanced. The head is not too heavy, noi 
too light for the reft of the bodv, nor the reft of th: 


A ND firft, what admirable wifdom is difplayed iy 
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body for it. The bowels are not loofe, or fo placed as 
to fwag, overbalance, or overfet the body : but well- 
braced, and accurately diftributed to maintain the equi- 
poife of it. ‘The motive parts alfo are admirably well 
fixed, in refpect to the centre of gravity, placed in the 
very point which belt ferves to fupport and convey 
the body. Every leg bears the fhare of the weight. 
And the wings are fo exactly placed, that even in the 
fluid medium, the air, the body is as truly balanced, 
as we could have balanced it with the niceft {cales. 

Yet again. What an admirable provilion is made 
for the motion of fome creatures, by temporary parts ! 
Frogs, for inttance, have tails in their tadpole-ftate, 
which fall off when their legs are grown out. The 
water-newt allo when young, has four fins, two on a 
fide, to poile and Keep the body upright. But as foor 
as the legs are fully grown, thele prefently drop off. 

Secondly, the bore of the gullet in all creatures is 
anfwerable to their occafions. In a fox, which feeds 
on bones (as in all offivorous beaits) it is very large. 
But ina iguirrel it is exceeding fmall, left he thould 
dilyorge his meat in his defcending leaps : ; and fo in 
rats and mice, which often run along a wall with their 
heads downward. : 

Thirdly. In all animals the ftrength and fize of their 
ftomach are proportioned to their food. ‘Thote whote 
food is more tender and nutritive, have it imaitler, 
thinner, and weaker. Whereas it is large and itrong 
in thofe whofe food is lefs nutritive, and whofe bodie 
require large fupplies. 

All carnivorous beaits have the finalleft ftomachs, as 
ch goes the fartheft. ‘Lhofe that feed on fruits and 
roots haye them of a middle fize. Sheep and oxen, 
which feed on grafs, have the greateft. Yet the horle, 
hare, and rabbit, though graminivorous, have compa- 
ratively fmall ones. For a horie is made for labour, 
and beth this and the hare for quick and continued 
motion; for which the moft eafy reipiration, and fo 
the freeit motion of the diaphragm is requilite. But 
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this could not be, did the ftomach lie big and cumber. 
fome upon it, as it does in fheep and oxen. 

Another very remarkable circumftance is, that thofe 
animals which have teeth on both jaws, have but one 
ftomach ; whereas moft of thofe which have no upper. 
teeth, or no teeth at all, have three ftomachs. For 
the meat which is firft chewed, is eafily digefted ; but 
that which is {wallowed whole, requires a ftronger con. 
cottive power. 

Fourthly. All the parts of the fame animal ate adapt. 
ed one to the other. So, for inftance, the length of 
the neck is always proportioned to that of the legs. 
Only the elephant has a fhort neck : for the weight of 
his head and teeth, would to a long neck have been in- 
fupportable. But then he is provided with a trunk, 
which abundantly fupplies the defect. In other beats 
and birds, the neck is always commenfurate to the 
legs; fo that they which have long legs have long 
necks, and they that have fhort legs fhort ones ; as 
may be obferv ed in I'zards of all kinds, and the king 
of them, the crocodile. And creatures that have no 
legs, as they want no necks, fo they have none, as 
fifhes. This equality between the length of the neck 
and legs, is peculiarly feen in beats that feed on erals. 
Their legs and necks are very near equal. Very near, 
I fay, becaufe the neck mutt neceflarily have fome ad- 
vantage ; for it cannot hang perpendicular, but muft 
incline a little. 

Moreover, as thefe creatures muft hold their heads 
down, for a confiderable time together, which would 
be very laborious and painful for the mufcles, therefore 
on each fide the neck, nature has placed a thick and 
{trong ligament, capable of ftretching and fhrinking 
again as need requires: this, which is vulgarly ealled 
_ white-leather, extends from the head (to which, and 
the next vertebre of the neck it is faftened at the end) 
to the middle vertebra of the back, to which it is knit 
at the other. - And by the affiftance of this, they are 
able to hold the head in that pofture all day long. 












IN THE CREATION. 207 


Fifthly, The parts of all animals are exactly fitted 
to their manner of living. A notable inftance of this 
is in the {wine. His natural food being chiefly the roots 
of plants, he is provided with a long and ftrong fnout ; 
long, that he may thruft it to a convenient depth in the 
ground without offence to his eyes ; ftrong and conve- 
niently formed, for rooting and turning up the ground. 
And befides, he has an extremely quick fcent, for 
finding out fuch roots as are fit for him. Hence in Ita- 
ly, the ufual way of finding truffles, or fubterraneous 
mufhrooms, is by tying a cord to the hind-leg of a pig, 
and driving him before them into their paftures. They 
then obferve where he ftops and begins to root: and 
digging there they are fure to find a truffle. So in paf- 
tures where there are earth-nuts, though the roots are 
deep in the ground, and the leaves,are quite gone, the 
wine will find them by their {cent, and root only in the 
places where they grow. 

Another inftance of like nature we have in the por- 
pes (anciently wrote porc-peice, that is, fwine-fith) 
which refembles the hog, both in the ftrength of his 
fnout and in the manner of getting his food. For the 
ftomach of one of thefe when diflected, was found full 
of fand-eels, which lie deep in the fand, and cannot be 
gotten, but by rooting and digging there. 

That very action, for which we look upon fwine as 
unclean creatures, namely, wallowing in the mire, is 
defigned by nature for a good end; not only to cool 
their bodies (which fair water would do as well) but 
alfo to fuffocate and deftroy fleas, lice, and other in- 
fects, which are troublefome and hurtful tothem. For 
the fame reafon, poultry and divers other birds bafk 
themfelves in the duft, in hot fummer weather. 

Thevaricty of fhape and colour obfervable in beafs, 
prevents any two from being exactly alike, as much 
as the human features diftinguifh mankind one from 
another, Wherefore then was this variety beftowed up- 
on brutes? Are they at all fenfible of iuch diverfity * 
Are they the more happy, or-more ufeful to one anow 
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ther for it? No. This variety then is doubtlefs intend. 
ed for the fake of man, to prevent confufion, and de. 
cide and afcertain his property. 


[To be continued. ] 
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An Extradt froma Fourney, from Aleppo to Ferujalem ; 
at Eafter, A. D. 1697. 






By Henrr Maunovrezzt, M. A. late Fellow of Exeter 
College, and Chaplain to the Factory at Aleppo. 
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r ESDAY, March 9. Drawing towards Tripoli, 

our Muleteers were afraid to advance left their 
beafts might be prefled for public fervice. So we left 
them in the plain of unia, and proceeded ourfelves 
for Tripoli ; where we arrived about fun-fet. 

At Tripoli we repofed a full week, being very gene- 
roufly entertained by Mr. Francis Haftings the conful, 
and Mr. ‘ohn Fifher, merchant; theirs being the only 
Englifh houfe in Tripoli. 

Tripoli is feated about half anvhour from the fea. 
The major part of the city lies between two hills; one 
on the eaft, on which is a cattle commanding the place ; 
another on ‘the w eft, between the city and the fea. This 
latter is faid to have been at firtt raifed, and to be fill 
increafed by the daily acceflion of fand, blown to it 
from the fhore: upon which occafion there goes a pro- 
phefy, that the whole city fhall in time be buried with 
this fandy hill. But the Turks feem not very’ appre- 
henfive of this prediction; for inftead of preventing 
the growth of the hill, they fuffer it to take its courfe, 
and make it a place ‘of pleafure, which they would 
have little inclination to do, did they apprehend it were 
fometime to be their grave. 
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Thurfday, March 11. This day we all dined at 
conful Haffing’s houfe, and after dinner went to wait 
upon Oftan the Bafa of Tripoli; having firft fent our 
prefent, as the manner is among the Turks, to pro- 
cure a propitious reception. 

it is counted uncivil to vifit in this country without 
an offering in one’s hand, All great mem expect it as 
a kind of “trihote due to their character and authority ; 
and look upon themfelves as affronted, and indeed de- 
frauded, when this compliment is omitted. Even in 
familiar vifits among{t inferior people, you fhall feldom 
have them come without bringing a flower, or an 
orange, or fome other fuch token of their refpect to 
the perfon vilited: the Turks, in this point, keeping 
up the ancient oriental cult ym hinted at, 1 Sam. ix. ? 
If we go (fays Saul) what /hall we bring the man of God 
There is not a prefent, &c. which words are quettionlefe 
to be underftood in conformity to this eaftern cultom, 
as relating to a token of refpect ; and not to a price of 
divination. 

Friday, March 12. In the afternoon we went to vi- 
fit Bell-Mount, a convent of Greeks, about two hours 
to the fouthward of Tripoli. It was founded by one of 
the earls of Tripoli, and {tands upon a very high rocky 
mountain, locking over the fea: a place of very difii- 
cult afcent, though made as acceflible as it was capable 
by the labour of the poor monks. It was our fortune 
to arrive there juft as they were going to their evening 
fervice. ‘Their chapel is large, but obfcure; and the 
altar is inclofed with cancelli, fo as not to be approach- 
ed by any one but the prieft, according to the fathion 
of the Greek churches. They call their con gregation 
tozether, by beating a kind of atune with two male 
lets, on a long pendulous piece of plank at the church- 
door ; bells being ai an abomination to the ‘Furks. 

T hei r fervice confifted in precipitate and very irreve- 
rent chattering of certain prayers and hymns to our 
bleffed Saviour, and to the blefied Virgin, and in fome 


dark ceremonies: the orieft, that officiated, fpent at 
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leaft one third part of his time in compaffing the altar, 
and perfuming it with a pot of incenfe, and then go. 
ing all round the congregation, flinging his incenfe- -pot 
backward and forward, and tendering its {moke with 
three repeated vibrations to every perfon prefent. To. 
wards the end of the fervice, there was brought into 
the body of the church a fmall table, covered with a 
fair linen cloth, on‘ which were placed five fmall cakes 
of bread crofs way, and in the centre of each cake was 
fixed a {mall lighted wax taper; a hole in the cake 
ferving for a focket. 

At this ceremony, the prieft read the gofpel concern. 
ing our Lord’s feeding the multitude with five loaves, 
After which, the bread was carried into the cancelli, 
and being there fuddenly broke to bits, was again 
brought out in a bafket, and prefented to every one in 
the affembly, that he might take a little. After this 
collation, the prieft pronounced the blefling, and fo 
the fervice ended. On both fides of the body of the 
ehurch, were feats for the monks, in the nature of the 
ftalls for the fellows of colleges in Oxford ; and on 
each hand of every feat were placed crutches. Thefe 
you find in like manner in moft churches of this coun. 
try. ‘Their ufe is for the prieft to lean upon: theit 
fervice being fometimes fo long, that they cannot wel! 
flay it out, without the affiftance of fuch eafements ; for 
they are not permitted by their Rubric to fit down. 
The younger monks, who perhaps may have no great 
occafion for thefe fupporters, do yet delight to ule 
them (as the Spaniards do fpectacles) not for any ne- 
ceflity, but in affectation of gravity. 

The monks of this convent were, as 1 remember, 
forty in all. We found them feemingly a very good 
natured and induftrious, but certainly a very ignorant 
people. For found, upon enquiry, they could not 

ive any manner of rationale of their own divine fer- 
vice. And to fhew their extreme fimplicity, I cannot 


omit a compliment made to the conful by the chief of 


them, viz. That he was as glad to fee him, as if he 
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had beheld the Meffiah himfelf coming in ‘perfon to 
make a vifit to him. 

Nor is this ignorance much to be wondered at: for 
what intervals of time they have between their hours 
of devotion, they are forced to fpend in managing of 
their flocks, cultivating their land, pruning their vine- 
yards, and other labours of hufbandry, which they ac- 
complif, with their own hands. This toil they are 
obliged to undergo, not only to provide for their own 
fultenance, but alfo that they may be able to fatisfy 
the unreafonable exactions which the greedy Turks, 
upon every pretence they can invent, are ready to im- 
pofe upon them. 


[To be continued. } 


—— <> a 
Of the INguisiTioN, 
[Continued from page 161. | 


HE next thing to be related, is the method of ap- 
prehending and imprifoning criminals. 

The inquifitors have a power to apprehend and im- 
prifon any perfon, a native of their province, or a fo- 
reigner under their jurifdiction, that Ras once been a 
papift, and left their communion, upon the evidence of 
one witnefs only. So that when an information is lodg- 
ed againit any perfon, and it is the opinion of the 
board that the perfon accufed is guilty, the fifcal for- 
mally demands of the inquifitors power to apprehend 
him ; and the warrant is figned by the inquifitors, and 
directed to the proper officer, 

But all criminals have not alike places of confine- 
ment. Yet, though fome cells are lighter than others, 
they are all very horrible and nafty ; though itis digni- 
fied with the amiable title of /anta cafa, 1. e. the holy 
doufe. he manner in which thefe cells are built is 
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calculated to hold a great number of miferable crea. 
tures. ‘The prifon confilts of feveral porticoes ; each 
of which is divided into a number of {mall fquare cells 
ten feet high, all vaulted, and built over each other 
in two rows. ‘The upp :rmoft cells receive a weak glim- 
mering of day, through narrow openings, guarded ' with 
iron grates above the reach of a tall man. ‘Thole be. 
low are not only quite dark, but narrower than the 
others. ‘The walls are five feet thick. Each cell is 
faftened with two doors ; the inner one thick, covered 
with iron; and in the loweft part of it there is an iron 
gate ; in the upper part there is a fmall window, that 
fhuts with two iron bolts through which the prifoner 
receives fuch neceffaries as are thought proper to give 
him. The outer door is entire without any opening in 
it at all; and this is generally left open every morning 
from fix to eleven, to air the prifon. 

When the prifoners are fafely Jodged in thefe cells, 
whether they are men or women, their heads are fhav- 
ed on the firft or fecond day of their confinement, 
without any regard to birth or quality. “Thole who are 
confined in the lower cells generally fit in darknefs, 
and are fometimes kept there for feveral years, without 
any one’s being fyffered to go to or {peak to them, ex- 
cept their keepers ; and they only at certain hours, 
when they give them their provifion. ‘hey are not 
allowed any bovks of devotion, but are fhut up in dark- 
nefs and folitude, that they may be broke by the horrors 
of fo dreadful a confinement, and by the mileries of 
it forced to confefs things, which oftentimes they have 
never done. And as to their provifions, they are to 
fubmit to the difcretion of the lords the inquifitors, 
and of their harpies their officers, who never fail of 
taking a tenth part of every thing that goes through 
their hands. 

No one in tl:e prifon muft fo much as mutter, or 
make any noife. If any one bemoans himfelf, or prays 
to God with an audible voice, or fings a pfalm or ia- 
cred hymn, the keepers, who continually watch in the 
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porches, and can hear even the leaft found, immediate- 
ly come to him and admonith hiin that filence muft be 
referved in this houfe. If the prifoner does not obey, 
the keepers admonifh him again. If after this the pri- 
foner perfifts, the keeper feverely beats him with a 
{tick ; not only to chatlife him, but to deter others, 
who, becaufe the cells are contiguous, and deep filence 
is kept, can very eafily hear the outcries and found of 
the blows. 

In the mean time, various cruel means are ufed to 
extort confeflions from thofe whom the inquifitors have 
a defire to ruin; or to make evidences againft others. 
And to convince us of their implacable hatred againft 
proteftants, and that they have more mercy on a Turk 
or a Jew, than on a chriitian that oppofes the gofpel to 
the dottrines of popery: they except nobody accufed 
of fuch herefy from the torture; though clergymen, 
monks, religious of all forts, doctors, foldiers, officers, 
noblemen and their children, are exempt from it in all 
gather caufes and crimes. 


[To be continued. | 
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A fummary View of the Stare Trane. 


[Concluded from page 167. ] 
PAR Tick 


1. F RICA has two forts of commodities to offer, 
viz. the productions of its foil, and negroe-/laves. 

As it is impoflible that we can trade fuccefsfully in 
both cs them at the fame time (one of them having 
hitherto proved an infuperable impediment to the other) 
the queftion is, in which of the two is it moft politic to 


deal. 
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The one is replete with mifery and deftruction to the 
human race, and is beneficial only to a few individual; ; 
whereas the other, confilting of cotton, indigo, tobac. 
co, rice, coffee, fpices, drugs, mahogany, dying woods, 
wax, ambergris, honey, ivory, gold, &c. would be of 
national advantage, as it would amply repay us for the 
lofs of America, break the monopoly of the Dutch, be 
the cheapeft market for raw materials for our manu. 
facturers, open a new and extenfive market for our 
manufactures, improve the revenue, and be attended 
with other public benefits. 


Il. The negroe-trade, as has been obferved before, 
is profitable but to a few ; it is ruinous to fome, and it is 
hazardous at the beft: none of which circumftances 
would be peculiar to the other trade. 


lif. The negroe-trade is bad, in one point of view, 
both for the merchant and manufacturer, The forme 
receives for his flaves bills at eighteen, twenty-four, 
and fometimes thirty-fix months after fight. ‘The cre- 
dit, which the latter is obliged to give, is eighteen 
months. Whereas the merchant and manufacturer in 
the trade alluded to, would receive their returns twice, 
if not three times within the year. 


IV. The negroe-trade deftroys, from the very nature 
of it, near 20,00c of our feamen annually. ‘The lofs 
of thefe is of the utmoft importance to a people, whofe 
welfare, nay, whofe exiftence, in the prefent political 
fituation of Europe, as a commercial nation, depends 
upon their naval ftrength and importance. ‘The lols 
can never be compenfated by any emoluments which 
individuals may obtain in the trade. Whereas the trade 
alluded to, even if the fame /hips and men were em- 
ployed, would not diflipate them as at prefent, but be- 
come a nursery inftead of being a grave. 
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V. The negroe-trade (i. e.) a branch of it, by ena- 
bling the French to clear and cultivate new land in St. 
Domingo (which they are unable to do to the extent 
of their wifhes without our afliftance) is replete with 
the moft pernicious confequences to the Britifh nation, 

This ifland, if fully cultivated, can produce more 
fugar than all our iflands together. Every lot of flaves,. 
which we import there, enables them to clear an addi- 
tional acre. Every acre fo gained fupplies additional 
produce. This produce employs additional fuips to old 
France. Nor does the evil ftop here, a new fleet of 
fhips is raifed for them in exporting this produce to 
other countries. Now, if we confider that French 
fhips carry double the number of men that ours of the 
fame burden do, we fhall find that we are enabling 
our enemies by this branch of the trade, to difpute 
with us the fovereignty of the feas. 


PART IHU. 


The firft fe&tion contains an account of /even planta« 
tions, which have wanted xo fupplies for fome years. 
But it muft be obferved, that on thefe plantations the 
negroes were treated with humanity, and population 
was encouraged. Indeed on one of them, where the 
treatment was fuperior to that of the reft, the num- 
bers increafed fo much, that the plantation was over- 
ltocked. 

The author fhews, from thele inftances, that if 4 
planter treats his flaves well, and encourages populati- 
on, they mu/? increafe. But that, if the fame planta- 
tion falls into the hands of an avaricious and unfeeling 
man, it muft go back in a few years, and require fup: 
plies. 

He then ftates, that if the flave-trade is abolithed, 
the planters will be obliged to treat their flaves with 
humanity, and encourage population ; ; and, of courfe, 
that the iflands can never be in want of cultivators. 
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He then goes into the various caufes of the diminu. 
tion of flaves in the colonies ; and fhews, that all thefe 
caufes will be removed if the flave-trade is abolifhed. 

One of them is this: When a flave-fhip arrives in 
the colonies, her cargo invariably confifts of two-thirds 
male, and the remainder female. This is but a bad 
proportion of the fexes for propagation. But when 
they are put up to fale, an avaricious planter, who a 
give a better price than his neighbour, and who will 
not fuffer the pregnancy of women to ftop the work 
of his plantation, buys them in a ftill greater difpro. 
portion, viz. in that ‘of five to one; his views being 
chiefly confined to the males. The females fall mofily 
to the lot of the indigent and involved, who cannot 
favour them. Hence a feparation of the fexes; other. 
wife it would never happen that fo many thoufands of 
both fexes, annually imported into the colonies, fhould 
pafs away, in a little time, and fcarcely leave a feed be- 
hind them. 

Now if the importations are ftopped, and fufficient 
previous notice is given of the event, the avaricious 
planter, who formerly purchafed males alone, will be 
obliged at the next fales to purchafe females ; while 
thofe on the other hand, who have the greateft propor 
tion of females, will in their turn purchafe males. 

He then fhews, that much more work will be done 
in the fame time ; that the planter will be richer and 
happier ; that the iflands will be free from the infur- 
rections, with which they are now continually harrafl- 
ed; that the numerous fuicides which happen, all of 
which are a confiderable lofs to the planter, will be 
prevented : : that the wafte lands in the colonies, to a 
prodigious extent, will be cleared and cultivated ; that 
the revenue will, of courfe, be greatly improved ; and 
that a foundation will be laid for a general emancipa- 
tion at laft, and for a converfion to chriftianity. 
Which, if they take place, will not only be of confi- 
derable advantage to the flaves themfelves, but to the 
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planters ; as their eftates (fo much is the balance in 
favour of free labour) will be doubly valuable. 

To thefe confiderations add, that if the plan of the 
abolition of the flave-trade takes place with the Engli(h 
. alone, many thoufand lives will be annually faved. 


| 1 D> > —_—— 


The fureft and fafeji War of Turivinc. 
[Extracted from a late Author. ] 
[Continued from page 174. ] 


Queft. r you afk, why the Lord taketh notice of every 
® one of his faints? 

I Anfw. 1. They are all his children, and of his 

houfehold ; therefore, as a tender and careful father 

and maiter, he careth for every one of them. Yea, 


, they are ail members of the body of Chrift. Now the : i 
; head taketh care of every member, even the leaft, and i 
epee: notice of every kindnefs done to any of them. r 
' They are all as jewels and precious ftones ; there- 4 [ 
ieee as a wife jeweller, he will look to every one of " 1 
, them. Yea, that which often appears leaft may be of > 38 
sreater worth ; as a little diamond is of more value Par | 
than a far greater agate. ; . 
This affordeth a fingul ar ground of comfort to fuch a 
; as in this world are de(olate and forfaken: though they : de Th 
be left alone as Elijah was, t Kings xix. 10. and as @ y \) yi} 
pelican in the wiidernefs: or as an owl in the deferi, ‘1s be 
as a [parrow alent unon the houfe tOp, 28 the Plalmiit ex- i : 
| prefleth it, Pfal. cii. 6, 7. yej is the Lord with them, ee 
and takes care of them. Now if the Lord be with us, seat i 
and taketh care of us, what need we fear? How fhould , aoe 
this encourage us to extend our charity to any one of ‘im > 
the faints and members of Chrilt, though mean and wi: f 
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little in the world, and not able to recompenfe us? and 
though none take notice thereof, to confider that the 
Lord taketh notice, and will abundantly recompenfe 
every good work; yea, the leaft kindnefs we do unto 
them. Heb. vi. 10. God is not unrighteous to forget your 
qwork, and labour of love, which ye have fhewed toward; 
his name, in that ye have miniftered to the faints, and dp 
minifter. Where God’s not forgetting their labour of love 
in miniftering to the faints, doth imply, That as God 
taketh notice of their beneficence; fo he is, and will 
be ever mindful of fuch and fuch perfons, to fupport 
and fuccour, and every way to do them good. 

I come now to the fecond doétrine, viz. That the 
leaft work of charity fhewed to a minifter or righteous 
man, fhall be abundantly recompenfed, and that not 
only hereafter, but likewife here on earth. 

Though our beneficence ought to extend unto all 
who are in want, and come within the verge of our 
knowledge and power, as Gal. vi. 10. yet I confine 
my difcourfe here to minifters and righteous ones, be. 
caufe they only are implied under thofe little ones men- 
tioned in my text. 

That merciful men fhall be abundantly recompenfed 
hereafter in heaven for their works of charity, there is 
no doubt, being fo clearly expreffed in the word of 
God, Luke xvi. 9. Make yourfelves friends of the mam- 
mon of unrighteoufne/s, that when ye fail, they may receive 
you into everlajting habitations. And 1 Tim. vi. 17, 
Charge them that are rich in this world, that they do good, 
that they be rich in good works, ready to diftribute, wil- 
ling to communicate ; laying up in ftore for themfelves a 
good foundation againft the time to come, that they may lay 
Acid on eternal life. 

But the great queftion is concerning temporal re- 
ward, whether chriftian charity, rightly performed, 
fhall be recompenfed here in this life with temporal 
bleflings : fo that what men give in a way of charity, 
there is ground to expect it fhall be here returned into 
their bofoms ? 
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I deny not but a charitable man may become poor, 
through furetifhip, negligence in his calling, or in ref- 
pect of fome fecret fin, wherein he liveth, which may 
bring a temporal curfe upon him, So that his liberal- 
ity in fuch cafes may not be a fuflicient fence againft 
poverty. But this i fay, That as penurioufnefs toward 
the poor is the readieft way to poverty; fo chriftian 
charity, rightly performed, is the fureft way to plenty; 
it being ufually rewarded with temporal bleflings here, 
as well as with eternal hereafter. Where is the man 
to be found, that is the poorer by what he hath given 
to the poor? How many are the inftances of fuch as 
have met with fome fignal bleffings from God in this 
life, as the reward of their liberality ? 

This may feem a paradox to many uncharitable men, 
that Giving fhould be the fureft way of Getting, and 
that the more liberal any man is, the more likely he is 
to thrive in the world. Yet nothing is more clearly 
laid down in the f{cripture, and found to be true by the 
experience of multitudes in all ages. And I am verily 
perfuaded, that there is feldom any man, that maketh 
confcience of this duty, who giveth to the poor propor- 
tionably to what God hath beftowed on him, and with 
an upright heart, but if he obferve the paflages of God’s 
providence towards him, he fhall find the fame doubled 
upon him in temporal bleflings. I challenge all the 
world to give me one inftance, or at leaft any confider- 
able number of inftances of truly merciful men, whofe 
charity hath undone them. But as living wells, the 
more they are drawn, the more freely they {pring and 
flow ; fo the fubftance of charitable men often, if not 
ordinarily, multiplies in the very diftribution ; even as 
the five leaves, and few fithes did multiply in their 
breaking and diftributing, and as the widow’s oil in. 

creafed by pouring it out. 


[To be continued. } 
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J. Wesier. 


[ Continued from page 1 176. | 


ERMIT me,* O Lord, to bring back unto the 
thofe powers and faculties, which I have ungrate. 
fully and facraligioufly alienated from thy fervice. And 
receive, I befeech thee, thy poor revolted creature, 
who is now convinced of thy right in him, and defires 
nothing in the whole world, fo much as to be thine. 
Blefled God, it is with the utmoft folemnity that | 
make this furrender of myfelf unto thee. 
Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, I this day 
Sept and avouch Jehovah the Lord to be my God, 
¢ Lavouch and declare mylelf to be his covenanted 
child, and one of his people. Hear, O God of hea- 
ven, and record it in the book of thy remembrance, 
that henceforth I am thine, entirely thine. I would 
not merely confecrate unto thee fome of my powers, 
or pofieflions, or give thee a certain proportion of my 
fervices, or all lam capable of for a limited time; but 
I will be thine, and wholly thine for ever. From this 
day do I folemnly renounce all the former lords, who 
have had dominion over me; every fin, and every lut 
I bid, in thy name, an eternal defiance to, and alfo 
to all the powers of hell, which have moft unjultly 
ufurped the empire over my foul, and to all the cor- 
ruptions they have introduced into the whole frame oi 
my nature. All the faculties of my mind, and ali the 
members of my body, I prefent to thee this day, as a 
living facrifice, holy, and acceptable, which is my rea- 
fonable fervice. 
To thee I confecrate all my worldly poffeffions. In 
thy fervice I defire to fpend ‘all the remainder of my 
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time upon earth, and beg that thou wouldft inftrué 
me, fo that whether my abode here be long or fhort, 
every year and month, every day and hour, may be 
ufed in fuch a manner as fhall moft effectually promote 
thine honour, and beft ferve the defigns of thy wile 
and gracious Providence. 

And I earneftly pray, that whatever influence thou 
giveft me, with others, in any of the fuperior rclations 
of life in which I may ftand, or in confequence of any 
peculiar regard which may be paid to me, theu wouldft 
give me f{trength and courage to exert myfelf to the ut- 
mot of my power, for thy glory ; refolving not only 
that I will myfelf do it, but that all others, fo far as 
I can rationally and properly influence them, fhall ferve 
the Lord. 

In this courfe, O bleficd God, would I perfevere 
fteadily to the end of my lite; ‘arnettly praying that I 
may be enabled not only to hold on in that happy way, 
but daily to grow more active in it. 

Nor do I only confecrate a part of myfelf to thee, 
but I moft humbly refign, and fubmit to thine holy 
will and fervice, myfelf and all I can call mine; and 
leave, O Lord, to thy management and direction all I 
poflefs and with ; and fet every enjoyment, and every 
mtereft before thee, to be difpofed of by thee as thou 
pleafeft. Continue or remove what thou haft given 
me; beftow or refufe what I imagine I want, as thou, 
Lord, fhall fee good. 

Ufe me, O Lord, I befeech thee as the inftrument 
of thy glory, and honour me fo far, as either by do- 
ing or fuffering thy will, in what thou fhalt bring upon 
me, that there may fome praife redound to thee, and 
tome good to the world in which I dwell. 

And may it pleafe thee from this day forward, to 
number me amongft thy peculia r people, that | may 

no more be a ftranger and a foreigner, but a fellow- 
citizen with the faints and of the houfehold of God. 
Receive, O heavenly Father, thy returning prodiga! ! 
Wath me in the blood of thy dear Son! Sanctify m 
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by thy Spirit! and clothe me with perfeé& righteouf. 
nefs! Deftroy, I befeech thee, the power of fin in my 
heart! Transform me into the image of Jefus, whom 
henceforward I acknowledge as my Sacrifice, Teacher, 
Interceflor, and Lord. Communicate to me I befeech 
thee, all the needful influences of thy Spirit, and lift 
up the light of thy countenance continually upon me! 

Difpofe of my affairs, O God, in a manner which 
may be fubfervient to thy glory, and my own trueft 
happinefs ; and when I have done and fuffered thy will 
on earth, call me from hence at what time, and in 
what manner thou pleafeft ; only grant that in my dy. 
ing moments, and in the near profpect of eternity, | 
remember thefe my engagements to thee, and that | 
may employ my lateft breath in thy fervice! And do 
thou, O Lord, when thou feeft the agonies of difloly. 
ing nature upon me, remember this covenant, even 
though I fhould then be, incapable of recollecting it! 
Look down, O my heavenly Father, with a pitying 
eye, upon thy languifhing and dying child! Place thine 
everlafting arm round and underneath me for my fup 
port! Put ftrength and confidence into my departing 
foul, and receive it into the embraces of thy everlait- 
ing love! Welcome it into the abodes of thofe that 
fleep in Jefus, to wait with them for that glorious day 
when the laft of thy promifes, to thy covenanted peo- 
ple, fhall be fulfilled in their triumphant refurre¢tion, 
and in that abundant entrance which fhall be adminil- 
tered to them, into that everlafting kingdom, of which 
thou haft aflured them, by thy covenant ; and in hope 
of which I now lay hold on it. 

And when I am numbered among the dead, and all 
the interefts of mortality are over with me for ever, 
fhould this folemn engagement fall into the hands of 
any furviving friends, may it be a means- of making 
deep impreflions on their minds! May they read it, not 
only as my engagement, but as their own, and learn 
to fear the Lord my God, and with me put their trutt 
wader the fhadow of his wings, for time and eternity ! 
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And may they alfo learn to adore with me, the grace’ 
which inclines our hearts to enter into covenant with 
God, and which condefcends to admit us into it, when 
fo inclined : afcribing with me, and with all the nations 
of the redeemed, to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
that praife which i is fo juftly due to each Divine Perfon 
for the part he bears in the facred work of our falva- 
tion. Amen. 

HENRY FOSTER. 


[To be concluded in our next. | 


———— «St D>. — a 


An Account of the Ancient City of Hercuranzum, deftroy- 
ed by an Eruption of Mount Vesvrivs, with Defcrip- 
tions of fome of the Antiquities found there. 


[Concluded from page 179. ] 


N this fquare are depofited the treafures they have 
| lately found ; and on a view of this, and the mag- 
nificence of the rooms they have broke into,, can- 
not but admire the elegance of the ancient& One 
room I went-into was lined with the moft beautiful 
purple and white marble, in regular pannels, each pan- 
nel being edged with a black and gold marble, and fur- 
rounded with a broad divifion of blue, green, white, 
and purple. Several others were in this tafte, though 
in a lefs way. You may think thefe very magnificent ; 
but alas! thefe were the meaneft of their apartments ; 
the finer were all covered with paintings, which are fo 
fine and perfeét yet, that they rob all the late mafters 
of their glory. In the feveral niches there are alfo 
ftatues, of a workmanfhip fuperior to any thing we have 
ever feen ; and, in my judgment, even to the paintings 
themfelves. T here i is a Juno carved in a blewifh white 
marble, the folding of whofe robes would deceive you 
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into thinking they were linen, even at two feet diftancé. 
The expreffion in the face is fo much beyond all we 
know of ftatuary, that we want words even to convey 
our ideas of its excellence. 

But the paintings are what moft delight and furprize 
every body. There are multitudes, I may fay thoufands, 
which are broken and damaged by the workmen, or 
defaced by accident; but the few which are unhurt 
are proofs that there have once been matters, who pro. 
bably will never be equalled. Among thefe I faw, 
there was a Tytius chained to a rock, with his breait 
laid open, and a large bird feeding on his liver. There 
are but few colours in this piece; yet the majefty of 
the whole, and the ideas it conveys, are {carcely to be 
expreffed. The rock is of a deep brown, cracked and 
torn in feveral places; and appearing fo ragged, that 
you fweat with pain for the naked figure that lies 
on it! 

This is, perhaps, the greateft mufcular figure that 
ever was or ever will be executed. The fize adds to the 
terror of it. It is more than eight feet long, and the 
drawing up the left leg, and at the fame time ftretching 
out the. other to its full extent, in the agony of pain, 
gives @m opportunity of difplaying fuch mufeles, as 
will never be feen elfewhere. The fingers of the right 
hand are bent almott to breaking, in trying, as it were, 
to tear up the rock, and the other hand is ftrongly 
clenched. In both thefe the prominence of the joints, 
and the diftenfion of the veffcls, is beyond all idea. 

The whole body thews its various mufcles at work 
fin agony. The wound in the breaft is turned artfully 
away, as a fight too fhocking ; but over it itands the 
bird of hell, in the act of ftriking its head towards his 
breaft. ‘The whole plumaze of the bird ftands loofe 
and trembling, with expectation of its banquet; and 
the fiercenef$ of its eye, at once looking down into 
the wound and gazing ailant, as if to fee if any one 
was in the way, is nature araainaeD imitated, The 
foot of the bird feems clenc] hing to take fait hold; its 
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claws penetrate deep into the fiefh, and the blood is 
jut making its way at the wounds. The face is as 
nuch fuperior to the refit, as the reft is to every thing 
befide. 

The menacing fiercenefs of the look, mixed with the 
arony and tormert it exprefles, are truly i inconceivable. 
the inflamed eyes are turned to heaven ; they have no 
tears, but the horrors of the face are doubled, by large 
drops of fweat ftanding on the {welling mutcles. The 
lips are fhut, yet you can fee the teeth are violently 
cnathed together, even by the drawing upward of the 
chin. ‘The great art of the painter is, to give you this 
in full view ; which is done by the throwing the head 
from its natural pofture, by a diftorting {truggle of the 
neck ; yet all this appears perfectly natural, and has a 
naked fimplicity that adds infinitely to its beauties. 
The colours -in this piece feem only brown and red, 
the flefh of the body is of a brewn red, and exprefles 
the moft robuft and fturdy complexion. The chain 
is of a dufty brown, with a little red; and the bird a 
paler brown without any mixture. 

As this is all horror, there are feveral others all foft- 
nefs. A Semele melting in tranfport at the fight of a 
Fupiter, at a vait diftance in the clouds: and a cour- 
tezan leaning on the neck of her lover, are patterns of 
all excellence in this kind. There is a Bacchanalian 
cance, where every face has.a different expreflion of 
the tranfport. A Thetis leaning on a bed of mofs 
vader a natural grotto, and receiving Phoebus, has, be- 
fide the paffions and finenels of the figures, a glow of 
tel from the detcending car, that makes all Titian’s 
fun-fhine the blaze of a boy’s bonfire. 

There is a Philoctetes, with the arrow fallen: on his 
foot; in which the languifhing lodk and terror of the 
alpect fpeak, in the molt lively mannet, the ferife, of 
death and the regret of the hero, to mifs. the glorious 
enterprize he was invited to. ‘There are a multitude 
of other figures not underftood, which are full compo 
fitionss {Among the reit'there are fome public thaws 
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of beafts, where the feveral animals are painted as fin 
ly as the Tytius ; particularly a dying tyger, the noblef{ 
thing of the kind ever executed. ‘There is alfo the 
death of Achilles ; in which the fiercenefs mixed with 
forrow in the face of the hero, and the mixture of 
aftonifhment, terror, and a concealed joy, in the face 
of Polyxena, none but the hand that did it could have 
come up to. 

There is a fingle Silanus, a moft pleafing figure, and 
a Mercury in flight, which is only a part of a picture; 
but fhews the lofs of the remainder to have been a great 
misfortune. ‘Fhefe, and a multitude of others, {tand 
now in the fquare ; and among thefe are two of an ear. 
ly date with us, having been taken up about feven year; 
fince ; which, ’by thofe who have not feen the ‘Tytius, 
are thought to excel all the reft: firft, a Vertumny; 
and Pomona; the Vertumnus turning from her, ani 
fhe beckoning a Satyr to call him back; whofe arci 
{mile feems to fay, “ Let him go if he pleafes, there 
are enough ready to fupply his place.” The other is 
the Centaur teaching Achilles mufic. I heartily wih 
you could fee thefe, partly for my fake; but much 
more for your own fatisfaction. 


— 4.4 2 —— 


An Account of the Death of Ocpurn Carman, of Bur- 
lington County, New-Ferfey, who died Fuly 24th, 1784, 
aged 13 Years. 


GBURN Carman, on the 7th inftant, was con- 
fined in the houfe ; his feet and legs were much 
fwelled, and he appeared to be near an awful eternity. 
Thurfday the 8th, in the morning, he fent for William 
Budd, being in great diftrefs, which he did not keep 
fecret, but openly cried for mercy, and afked W. B. 
to pray. Friday, gth, he ftill laboured under the con- 
demning power and guilt of fin, continually erying to 
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‘his eflect—** Lord, give me faith, give me . faith.” 
Saturday, 1oth, The two lat nights he could not lie 
in bed, but fat i in an arm chair, though he flept little. 
We continued to cry and pray, and in the afternoon I 
read John xiv. and xv. to his great comfort and fatis- 
faction. There was a {mile upon his countenance, all 
pain feemed to be gone, and he faid, his burden was 
removed, and he was happy, though there were fome 
doubts remaining ; yet he feemed, as it were, to fleep 
in the arms of the bleffed Jefus. 

On Sunday the rith, he was eafy and fleepy all day, 
and fome of us thought he was near his end. I was 
uneafy all the afternoon, fo I talked with him, afking 
him feveral queftions. I afked him if he was happy? 
he faid he félt no condemnation, but peace. I afked 
him if he thought he was not near his end? he faid 
he did not know, but afked me what I thought? | 
told him it was hard telling him, but J thought he was, 
He feemed furprifed at firit, but foon got very happy, 
and afterwards faid, he was glad 1 told him. Ali.the 
next week his diforder grew worle, and he {till feemed 
to be growing in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. He related to us a dream, which he had fome 
time before, viz. As he was lying on the bed, the 
candle burning and the family up, he faw a ball of fire 
ly acrofs the houfe, exceeding the light of the can- 
dle; then another brighter and larger, and a great 
dog ftriving to bite him: and after that an exceeding 
great light. After he was juftified, he faid, this is the. 
frit light which I faw ; but there is a greater work yet 
to be done. 

Monday 19th. His diforder ftifl increafed. He was 
fometimes in extreme pain. Tuefday 20th, and Wed- 
nefday 21ft, he was at times in fuch pain that he would 
cry out aloud.—1It was diftrefling to us to fee him in 
fuch pain, but even then he was fo happy, he could 
fing praifes unte God. Thurfday, 22d. He was very 
bad, and at night he called me to him and faid, My 
dear brother, prepare to meet me in the kingdom of 
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Heaven, for Iam going there. He-repeated it aga, 
and faid, be fure and not milfs. He then turned and 
faid, Father, do you prepare and meet God, for he} 
a jult God.—He warned Wm. King, and told him 
not to put off feeking the Lord to a death bed. +H 
would often comfort my mother by tellimg her that hy 
was happy. He fung, “© Gome Lord from above, 

&c. On Friday 23d, he ftill grew worfe, fo that h. 
was in extreme pain, but happy in his foul. He look. 
ed in my mother’s face and faid, Now I know the 
Lord has bleffed me indeed. 

On Saturday 24th, in the morning, he was a littl, 
deranged, but happy ; and faid he was going to hea. 
ven, that beautiful place—he longed to go. He funy 
again, ** Come Lord from above.” In the morning 
he faid, O! Lam going, but ] know not how to ge 
there. Itold him he muft wait upon the Lord wit 
patience : he afked me to fing, “* And muit this bod) 
die??? Mr. Heifler came, and he afked him to pray. 
He.was happy in his foul, but in. extreme pain, tll 
about 11 o’clock, and then faid, 1 am dying ; fo Ifa 
by him, and talked with him a little ; he then appear 
ed eafier and more flill, lL afked him if he felt much 
pain ? he faid, at his breaft. “* But Oh! (he declared) 
{ am rich ;” and then faid, ‘“* O death! O death, 
where’s thy fling !”” A few moments before he went, 
he would fay, How long before the Lord will take me’ 
Then he faid he could not fee day-light, it was {0 
bright ; and about 11 o’clock he refigned his foul with- 
out a figh, July 24th, 1784. © 

What a fhining pattern has he left behind! for my 
part I mult fay, that it exeeeds ev ery thing that | ever 
iaw with my eyes; and there is no doubt but he is now 
reaping the fruits of his labours. Let us ftrlve to fol- 
low him : for my own part, | defire to take the warning 
he gave me. 


JOHN CARMAN, Jer. 


New-Mills > Tulv 28th. Te8a, 


J 






































fo 


my 
ver 
ow 


ing 


€ 229 4 
An Account of Mr. SILAS TOLD. 
[Writtea by Himfelf.] 


WAS born at the Lime-kilns, near the Hot wells, 


in the city of Briftol, on the 3d day of April, iya4. 
My parents were very creditable peop.e. ~My g andfa. 
ther lold, who was an eminent phyfician in London, 
Was pofletfed of a very plentiful eftatc. My grandmo. 


ther alfo enjoyed a very ne .c fortune at Tor. 
rington, in the welt ot England, worth about Gool. 
per annum; but having a great difli to Li mdon, and 
her hufband’s bufineis fixing him there, their polterity 
experienced fatal confequences thereirom ; as he took 
to him a houfekeeper, who, as | was iniormed by my 
mother, when fhe found a fair opportunity, gave him 
what proved his end, and fecured ali his writings, and 
he title-deeds of the eftate, together with all the ready 
money, plate, jewels, &c. the family being abfent 
from London! And although the could not hold the 
ellaie, yet, for a great number of years, and even to 
this day, feveral people have lived rent free; for want 
of proper title-deeds to empdwer the heir to receive 
the fame. 
When I came to London I was frequently advifed to 
make a claim to the eftate; but ior want of money to 
go to law, together with the lofs of the writings, I de- 
clined it. And as to my grandmother Told’s eftate, 
in the Weft, this never came within my knowledge. 
My father, who was a phyfician at Briftol, and in 
great efteem throughout that city; but being a great 
ichemer, it proved his ram, One inftance of this was 
iis building 2 wet dock at the Lime- kilns, where he 
izid out thirty-three hundred pounds, and loft every 
penny by one Evans, for whom my father undertook 
the bufinefs, who failed, and went off. “This laid my 
father under the neceflity of going out doctor of a 
Guinea-man, in the courfe of w hich voyage he died. 
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My brother Jofeph, with myfelf, were fent to nurfe 
at Kingiwood, near Briftol, where we were taken care 
of by the moft tender-hgarted woman I ever met with, 
At this place we continued till | arrived at the age of 
eight years; my friends, at Briftol, then made intereft 
for me to be admitted into the hofpital of Edward Col. 
fon, Efg. on St. Auguitine’s Back, near the quay of 
Briftol; a fchool, I dare venture to fay, that cannot 
be furpaffed by any throughout Great- Britain for piety 
and chriftian difcipline, having a minifter twice a week 
vegularly, for the in{truction of one hundred boys in 
their duty towards God and man. 

1 now proceed to give an account of my life from 
my infancy, as far as it may be brought to my remem. 
brance, which is from three years of age. For a co 
fiderable length of time, my filter Dulcybella and | 
often wandered into the woods and fields, fixing our- 
felves under the hedges, converfing about God and 
happine(s ; fo that at times I have been tran{fported in 
fuch a meafure with heavenly blifs, that whether in the 
body or out of the body, I could not tell; this happi- 
nefs attended me for a few years. 

Once, when we were very young, we wandered out 
into Kingfwood, and loft ourfelves in the woods, and 
were in the utmoft confternation ; but quickly the kind 
providence of God permitted a large dog to come be- 
hind us, although no houfe was within a mile ; yet the 
dog drove us clear out of the wood into our know- 
ledge. What was remarkable, the dog never barked 
at us! And when in our knowledge, we looked around 
us to behold the dog, he was not to be feen. Being 
heediefs, we wandered again into the woods, and were 
a fecond time bewildered, and in greater perplexity 
than before; when on a laden. looking around us, 
we beheld the fame dog making towards us, till he 
came directly up to us; we being much terrified ran 
from him, till we got a fecond time into our know- 
ledge; 1 then turned about to logk for the dog, hut 
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faw no more of him, although we were upon an 
open common. 

In the year 1725, I was bound an apprentice to capt. 
Mofes Lilly, in the fhip Prince of Wales, and failed 
from Briftol, firft for Cork, and then for Jamaica, in 
the month of July. 

The firft reception I met with on board, when the 
fhip lay in King-road was this: the chief mate called 
for the cabin-boy ; but he not being on board, he fent 
me to the cook to get him a plate of viduals, which I 
really imagined was meant for myfelf, and accordingly 
got a plate full, carried it down into the cabin, and 
having a keen appetite, made a very comfortable din- 
ner. When the chief mate had done his bufinefs, he 
fent for me, in order to bring his victuals. I told him 
1 underftood it was for myfelf, and that I had eaten it 
up; upon which he knocked me down, and began 
curfing and damning me at a horrible rate. This lan- 
guage I was never acquainted with, therefore I thought 
I fhould have broke my heart: and having no friend 
to whom I could apply, I futfered much, even for the 
whole term of eleven years. 

The firft of thefe fufferings was fea-ficknefs, which 
held me till our arrival at. Jamaica. After lying at 
Kingfton many months (not having any freicht for 
England) the fhip made a voyage down to the Bay of 
Campeachy, in the Spanifh Weft-Indies, at which place 
fhe lay at anchor about twelve miles from the land ; 
where her bottom beating the ground at every fwell of 
the fea, fhe was exceedingly damaged. When we had 
completed our cargo we failed back for Jamaica, very 
thort of all forts of provifion, expecting to have a fhort 
paflage ; ; but, to our mortification, it was a paflage of 
fourteen weeks. After being out three weeks, we were 
put to fhort allowance, beth of bread and water; one 
bifcuit and two-thirds of a pint of water per day. "This 
was what I never before experienced, and therefore it 
was the more griev ous, and had it not been for a heas 
vy fhower of rain off the ifland of Cuba, we mult have 


» 
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perithed fer want. We then {topped up all the fcup. 

ers, and faved about fix cafks of water, by the ule 
of the fwabs which we dried the decks with, and 
which we wrung into the cafks ; and although the wa. 
ter was very bitter, yet, providentially, our lives were 
preferved thereby ; for we were reduced to half a pint 
of water a day, and that full of mud and maggots: yet 
we were three days before we arrived at Biue- Fields, 
the weft end of Jamaica, without a fingle pint of w ater 
on board. 

When we came to an newer in Blue-Fields-Bay we 
hoifted out the long-boat, {towed her full of caiks, and 
difpatched her for frefh water, when one of our men 
fell flat upon his belly, and drank fo immoderately, 
that a few hours after he came on board he expired; 
and the next morning we fewed him up in a hammoc 
and threw him overboard, when a large fhark defcend- 
ed after him, and, we fuppofed, fwallowed the whol: 


body. 


[ To be continued. } 


+ —— 


Anecdote, found in an Arabic Manufcript. 


N the time of the caliphs, when Abdalah, the /hed- 

| der of blood, had murdered every defcendant of Om- 
mia within his reach, one of that family named Ibra- 
him, the fon of Soliman, the fon of Abd-el-melee, had 
the good fortune to efcape, and reached Koufa, where 
he entered in difguife: knowing no perfon in whom 
he could confide, he fat down under the portico of a 
large houfe. Soon after, the mafter arriving, follow- 
ed by feveral fervants, alighted from his horfe ; enter- 
ed, and feeing the {tranger, afked him who he was? 
].am an unfortunate man, replies Ibrahim, and requelt 
from thee an afylum. God protect thee, faid the rich 
man, enter, and remain in peace. Ibrahim lived feve- 
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ral months in this houfe, without being queftioned by 
his hoft ; but aftonifhed to fee him every day go out 
on horfeback, and return at the fame hour, he ventur- 
ed one day to afk him the teafon. I have been inform- 
ed, faid the rich man, that a perfon named Ibrahim, 
the fon of Soliman, is concealed in this town; he has 
flain my father, and I am fearching for him to retali- 
ate. “ Then I knew (faid Ibrahim) t od had pur- 
pofely conducted me to that place; Tare his de- 
cree; and refigning myfelf to death, I aniwered: God 
has determined to avenge thee; behold thy victim at 
thy feet, offended man!” The rich man, aftonithed, 
replied, O ftranger, I fee thy misfortunes have made 
thee weary of life; thou feekeft to lofe it, but my hand 
cannot commit fuch acrime. ‘I do not deceive thee, 
faid Ibrahim ; thy father was fuch a one, we met each 
other in fuch a place, and the affair happened in fuch 
a manner.” 

A violent trembling then feized this rich man: his 
teeth chattered as if from intenfe cold ; his eyes alter- 
nately fparkled with fury, and overflowed with tears. 
In this agitation he remained a long time: at length 
turning to Ibrahim, he faid, ‘* To-morrow deftiny will 
join thee to my father, and God will have retaliated.”” 
But for me, how can I violate the afylum of my houfe? 
Wretched Ibrahim, fly from my prefence } There, take 
thefe hundred fequins, begone quickly, and never let 
me behold thee more. 


Ki Pe DD >> —_—— 


From the Hirs. 


. | WAS wonderfully affected (fays a. worthy chrifti- 

an) with a difeourfe I had lately with a clergy- 

man of my acquaintance, which was to this effect:\ the 

confideration (faid the good man) that my being is 

precarious, moved mé, many years ago, to make a 
Vou. IL Gg 
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refolution, which I have diligently kept, and to which 
I owe the greateft fatisfa¢tion that mortal man can en. 
joy : Every night before I addrefs myfelf to my Crea. 
tor, | lay my hand upon my heart, and afk myfelf, 
whether, if God fhould require my foul of me this 
night, I could ‘hope for mercy from him. The bitter 
agonies I underwent in this my firlt acquaintance with 
mylelf, were fo far from throwing me into defpair of 
that mercy Which is over all God’s works, that it prov. 
ed motives of greater circumfpection in my future con. 
duct. ‘The oftener I exercifed myfelf in meditations of 
this kind, the lefs was my anxiety; and by making 
the thoughts of death familiar, what was at firft fo ter. 
rible and fhocking, is now become the {weeteft of my 
enjoyments. ‘Thefe contemplations have indeed made 
‘me ferious, but not fullen; nay, they are fo far from 
having foured my temper, that I have a mind perfec. 
ly compofed, and a fecret fpring of joy in my heart; 
{ tafte all the innocent fatisfactions of life pure, as | 
have no fhare in pleafures that leave a fting behind 
them.” 


“ Fond, foolifh man would fain thefe thoughts decline, 
** And loofe them in his bufinefs, fports, and wine.” 


Letters. 


LETTER. LIU. 
[From the Rev. Mr. Fletcher to C. B.] 
My dear Friend, 
Mi delay lent; I hope, driven you to the Lord, 


is our Urim and Thummim, whofe anfwer 
infailibly true and juft. Not fo thofe of men: n 
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thelefs our Lord generally helps us by each other. May 
he, therefore, help you by the following lines! 
if You got fafe out of Egypt. with gladnefs, and now 
; you feem entangled in the wildernefs. But it may be 
needful for the trial of your faith and patience, {elf- 
th denial, &c. that you fhould be left ‘for awhile to feel 
of your own barrennefs. . Therefore, hold faft what you 
have, till the Lord come#with more: equally avoiding 
difcouraging thoughts, and flight indifference. Retire 
of more inwardly, and quietly liften to what the Lord will 
fay concerning you, refufing creature comforts, and 
acting faith on God your Creator, Chrift your Redeem- 
er, and the Spirit your Comforter. 
de You have always a feeling, which, properly attend- 
ed to, would make you fhout aloud, “I am’! | am out 
of hell!” I beg that this wonderful mercy may not ap- 
pear cheap to you; if it does, you have got up, and 
| muft come down: for it is proper the Lord fhould 
bring down your fpirit, and keep you upon crumbs, 
till you have learned to be thankful for them. 

At he firft reading of your letter, thefe things ftruck 
me. 1. You are wanting in the venture of faith: you 
do aide ‘give enough to that kind of implicit confidence 
in Chrift which fays, ‘1 will truft in thee, though thou 
flay me.” Now this is a leflon that you mutt learn, 
Sink or fwim, a believer muft learn to caft himfelf 
headlong into the boundlefs fea of divine truth and 
love. 2. You have not learned to hold faft what you 


have, and to be thankful for it till the Lord comes with a 
more: till he baptizes you with the Holy Ghoft and Bie 
with fire. 3. You do not make a proper ufe @f the ¢ | 
joy of hope; which neverthelefs is to be your flrength, eee 
till the Lord comes to his temple, to make his abode he Ht 
there. Adieu. ee |. 

JOHN FLETCHER. } 









LETTER LIV. 
[From Lady ——, to the Rev. J. Wefley.} 


January 13, 178}. 





Rev. Sir, 


F late I have found a folemn fenfe of eternity 
deeply impreffed on my mind, attended with a 
ermanent and growing conviction, that nothing here 
Below deferves a thought but living to God ; unlefs as 
it tends more immediately or remotely to forward this 
great end. I think the Lord has given me more than 
ever to form a juft eftimate of this world and the things 
of it; and of a truth I fee them to be lighter than 
feather, while 1 feel the weight, and fee the importance 
of eternal things; the fcale does indeed greatly pre. 
ponderate on this fide. 

I am {tirred up much to prefs vigouroufly on. My 
foul is ftruggling into God with all the importunity of 
prayer, but as yet, ftill with unavailing efforts, I tr 
to feale the mount of holieft love; I fee and deeply 
feel how far I am behind, and while thus wreftling for 
inward conformity to the divine image, I feel much 
drawn out in ftrong defires after activity in the ways 
of God ; but in every fituation I find there is danger, 
for 1 now fee fuch emptinefs in all created good, that 
my heart is (perhaps too much) difunited from it, and 
even amongit chriftians, I meet with fo few, if any, 
that are as much alive to God as I with to be, and feel 
{ mutt be, in order to be completely happy, that a lit- 
tle of them goes a great way. Perhaps this is wrong; 
how various, and how fubtle are the devices of the 
enemy! But the wifdom that cometh from above is 
profitable to dire&t in all things. I am now within a 
fhort mile of Edinburgh, and have more frequent op- 
portunities of being in the houfe of God, and of en- 
joying intercourfe with his children (which I efteem a 
privilege) than I had before. Through mercy I enjoy 
a larger meafure of health than ufual. All 1} want 1s 
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more of the life of God; for which I figh and inly 


mourn. 

I truft you ftill wax ftronger and flronger, having 
your hands made ftrong by the mighty God of Jacob: 
and are {till favoured with much fuccefs in your at- 
tempts to promote the Redeemer’s kingdom. That 
every revolving feafon may bring you an increafe of 
both, isygRev. Sir, the @etire of your faithful, humble 


fervant, > 





ESD 
Poetry. 


A TRIBUTE 


To the Memory of Captain Tuomas Kext,.late of Har- 
ford County, in the State of Maryland. 


N. B. Captain Keix was a man of ref{peétability, and much efteem- 
ed as a citizen and a chriftian. For many years he had been an 
approved circum{peét member of the Methodift church, and fo 
continued till his death. He died in the Weft Indies, the latter 
part of the fummer ox beginning of autumn, in the year of our 
Lord 1790. His eldeft fon was with him, who returned with the 
melancholy intelligence of his father’s death, about the 12th of 
Ogtober following: at which time I was in Baltimore, and at his 
requeft, Mr. Hoofman and myfelf rode up to Harford, to give 
Mrs. Kell the fad tidings of the captain’s death, and to comfort 
her afflicted mind. When we difclofed the errand on which we 
went, it was truly the Aou/e of mourning ; and I fhall never for 
the affecting feene. The weeping children and difconfolate wi- 
dow overwhelmed with grief and forrow, fo affected my heart, 
that I qwept with thofe that wept, and recommended them to put 
their trutt in God, by whom the widow and fatherle/s aré not 
forgotten, The following lines were compofed by Mifs C— F—, 
of Harford, and I think them worthy of a place in the Magazine, 

E—} 


IC rr 





OME tragic mufe attend while I rehearfe, 
S A folemn fcene in fad and mournful verfe ; 
Thee I invoke, too, fad Libitina, 

Of funeral rites the mournful deity— 
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“Methinks I fee the weeping goddefs mourn, 

In ftreaming tears bedew the filent urn 

Of our late friend, who is—alas! no more ; 

To duft confign’d far from his native fhore. 

O death! thou tyrant, unrelenting king 

Of terrors, none can fly thy mortal fting : 

Thou mad’ft him yield to thee, in thy great rage, 

Ere he had reach’d the fummit of old agegp 

What wounding grief mult his dear children know? 

A parent’s lofs, mutt fill their breafts with woe. 

His mourning fpoufe, who three and twenty years, 

Enjoy’d his love, fheds unavailing tears 

For lofs of him fhe lov’d as her own life, 

Remains no longer his beloved wife— 

A mourning widow fadly fhe appears, 

And ftains, each day, her cheeks with falling tears, 
The ftormy ocean and the watry world, 

Oft he travers’d with flying fails unfurl’d, 

From hav’n to hav’n he went, from port to port, 

_ Till he arriv’d at the celeftial court, 

To dwell for ever on that heavenly fhore, 

Where none can enter, none can e’er explore, 

Without the approbation of their Lord, 

And with a pafiport from his holy word— 

“Come, thou bleifed of my Father, come, 

*¢ My good and faithful fervant has well done, 

«¢ Enter into the kingdom of thy Lord—” 

Oh glorious found! O comfort-giving word ! 

And fuch the welcome he receiv’d, | trutt, 

*Mongi{t men made perfect—for his deeds were jut. 

I make no doubt but he has enter’d in 

The heavenly port, to us unknown; unfeen 

By mortal eye—Too vatt for human thought, 

Where reigns Jenovan; and where angels walk 


The golden ttrects 6f New Jerufalem. 
Yow great—how happy—and how blefs’d the man, 
Whe is from earth and this vain world fet free, 


Mo uiore to iuiler pain or weep like me. 
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Ceafe then to mourn, dear friends, your tears reftrain, 
They cannot call him back to you again. 

But ftay, my mule, return and take a vicw 
Of his farewell, his final, laft adieu. 
When he took Bese of this our friendly thore, 
Was it decreed he fhould return no more? 
Why did the brig triumphant ride each wave, 
And leave its mafter in a foreign grave? 
Why did the winds that fill’d his fpreading fails, 
And oft conducted him with fteady gales 
Through the vait furges of the foaming malp, 
Refufe to waft him fafely back again? 
But ah, they could not, death, more ftrong than they, 
Pronoune’d his exit, and he mutt obey. 
No friend by ties of blood and nature near, 
To grace the awful moments. with a tear, 
Except one fon in filent anguifh ftood, 
And faw the earthly author of his blood 
Refign his breath to him that firft did give 
The blefling, life,—who did, no doubt, receive 
His fleeting foul in robes more white than fnow, 
Where pain and ficknefs he no more fhall know. 
. Methinks I view the melancholy fcene, 
The midnight taper and the twinkling gleam, 
The colours hoifted, and the loud report ) 
Of cannon, firing from the neighbouring fort. 
How awful muft this mournful fight appear ! 
Who could refufe the fympathetic tear, 
To fee the tender hufband, parent, friend, 
Into the bowels of the earth defcend, 
And to the greedy worms refign his fleth, 
Till he fhall rife to put it on afreth. 
























































































POETRY. 
EPITAPH. 


IGH not, ye winds, as pafling o’er 
The chambers of the dead ye fly : 
e 


ep not, ye dews, for thefe no more 
Shall ever weep, fhall ever figh. 


Why mourn the throbbing heart at reft? 
How ftill it lies within the breatft! 
wy mourn? fince death prefents us peace, 
and in the grave our forrows ceafe. 


The fhatter’d bark from adverfe winds 
Reft in this peaceful haven finds : 
And when the ftorms of life are patt, 
Hope drops her anchor here at laft. 


EPIGRAM. 


IME, life, and death, with judgment yet to come, 
Demand our notice, as they fix our doom : 
Why then contemn’d, when, to complete the coft, 
Perdition follows, and then all is loft! 


HE never fmiles, but where the wretched weep; 
Nor lulls her malice with a moment’s fleep : 
Reftlefs in fpite! While watchful to deftroy, 


She pines and fickens at another’s joy. 





